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HIGH COMMISSIONER DONNELLY IN WASHINGTON. 
U.S. High Commissioner Walter J. Donnelly left Austria on 
June 10 for a three-week visit to Washington. During his 
presence in the American capital the U.S. Envoy to Austria 
will discuss ECA and occupation cost problems, and it is 
reported that the question of East-West trade relations may 
also come up for discussion. 


U.S. PROTESTS TO MOSCOW ON VIENNA SHOOTING 
OF AMERICAN SOLDIERS. On June 5th the American 
Embassy in Moscow handed the Soviet Government a note 
in which the United States demanded that disciplinary 
measures be taken against the two Russian soldiers who 
shot U.S. Cpl. Paul Gresens, of Rochester, N.Y., on the 
Petersplatz in Vienna. The note presented the facts in the 
case and made reference to the exchange of communica- 
tions between the U.S. and Russian high commissioners. 
On May 9 the Soviet High Commissioner rejected an 
American proposal for a joint investigation of the incident, 
with the motivation that the Soviet soldiers had been 
attacked without cause. 


SOVIET REPATRIATION COMMISSION EXPELLED FROM 
U.S. ZONE OF AUSTRIA. The Headquarters of the United 
States Forces in Austria announced that the Soviet Repatri- 
ation Commission in Salzburg has been expelled from the 
U.S. Zone of Austria by American occupation authorities. 
The Commission had been given until June 8th to leave. 
The measure was motivated by the fact that Soviet dis- 
placed persons had had ample opportunity to return to 
their native country and that the work of the Repatriation 
Commission was therefore at an end. 


GENERAL COLLINS IN SALZBURG. On June 1, 1951, 
General Lawton Collins, Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, 
declared at a press conference in Salzburg ‘‘that he had 
come to Europe to inspect American.troops stationed there.’* 
He said that he had no time to visit the U.S. troops in 
Austria, adding that he had found those in Germany in 
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excellent spirits. General Collins said that no additional 
American units would be sent to Austria, but that the units 
already stationed there would be brought up to full strength. 
On the evening of the 1st, General Collins left for Trieste. 


FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER CONFERS WITH SAMUEL 
REBER. Austrian Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber con- 
ferred on June 2nd with Samuel Reber, the political adviser 
to the American high Commissioner in Germany and former 
U.S. Deputy for the Austrian State Treaty. At the meeting, 
which was held in St. Gilgen near Salzburg, the two men 
discussed the general political situation and problems of 
particular interest to Austria. 


DR. GRUBER COMMENTS ON THE SITUATION IN THE 
SOUTH TYROL. At the end of May several members of the 
Austrian Parliament addressed an inquiry to Foreign 
Minister Dr. Karl Gruber in connection with the measures 
recently adopted by the Italian Government in the South 
Tyrol. They specifically inquired whether these measures 
were in keeping with the 1946 Paris Agreement on the South 
Tyrol. In reply to this inquiry, Dr. Gruber stated that his 
ministry was continuing its efforts on behalf of the realiza- 
tion of the agreements reached in the Paris Treaty. ‘‘The 
questions in which Austria has been assured of a joint 
voice by the treaty,’’ Dr. Gruber said, ‘‘have been the 
subject of various agreements with Italy. For the realiza- 
tion of some of these agreements, the Italian Government 
has issued special legislation. The Austrian Government 
is following with keen attention the measures Italy has 
agreed to adopt, and is making every effort to bring about 
their execution in the manner deemed most appropriate and 
with the means at its disposal. With regard to those matters 
in which Austria is not entitled to a joint voice, the Federal 
Government is following with greatest interest the efforts of 
the People’s Party of the South Tyrol. Although some of the 
agreements of the Paris Treaty have not yet been placed 
into effect, the Federal Government has no reason to assume 
that the Italian Government has any intention of failing to 
live up to the Paris Treaty.’’ 


FRANZ JONAS NOMINATED FOR POSITION OF MAYOR 
OF VIENNA. The Vienna branch of the Socialist Party on 
May 31st decided to nominate Franz Jonas, the City Build- 
ing Commissioner, for the position of Mayor of the City of 














June 19, 1951 


Austrian Information 


Page 2 





Vienna which has now become vacant as a result of the 
election of Dr. Theodor Koerner to the Presidency of the 
Federal Republic. Franz Jonas was born in Vienna in 1899 
and is a typesetter by trade. He graduated from the Workers’ 
University and, after 1945, devoted his energies to the 
organization of the Floridsdorf district in Vienna. In 1948 
he became a meniber of the Vienna Municipal Council as 
City Food Commissioner. In December of the following 
year he was appointed to the post of Building Commis- 
sioner. Since 1949 Franz Jonas has been chairman of the 
Socialist Party in Vienna. 


MEMBERS OF AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT IN THE UNITED 
STATES. Dr. Koref, the Mayor of Linz; Deputy Kostroun, 
Vice-President of the Federal Chamber of Commerce; 
Deputies Maurer and Eibegger, Federal Councillor Grunde- 
mann and Municipal Councillor Prutscher of Vienna arrived 
in New York on June 8 on board a Panamerican plane for a 
visit of several weeks in the United States. The group of 
parliamentarians, who are here to study American institu- 
tions, left for Washington after a three-day stay in New 
York. 


AUSTRIA REPRESENTED AT MORAL REARMEMENT 
CONFERENCE. During the first half of June an inter- 
national conference of the Moral Rearmement movement 
was held at Mackinac Island in the State of Michigan, 
which was attended by 1200 delegates from 40 nations, 
including England, Germany, Italy and the Scandinavian 
countries. Austria was represented by Dr. Josef Klaus, 
Governor of the State of Salzburg, and by Josef Anton 
Mayr, Deputy Governor of the Tyrol. Dr. Klaus spoke 
several times during the conference. He stressed parti- 
cularly the remarkable appreciation shown by the move- 
ment’s founder and chairman, Dr. Buchman, for the illustri- 
ous history of Austria and for her present predicament. 
Dr. Klaus also mentioned that a number of men in Austrian 
political life, such as Dr. Gleissner, the Governor of Upper 
Austria,and himself,had made many new friends at theCaux, 
Washington and Mackinac Island conferences of the Moral 
Rearmement movement. The number of Austrians interested 
in the Moral Rearmement movement was growing from day 
to day. Dr. Klaus expressed the hope that responsible in- 
dividuals throughout the world would feel and enlist this 
spiritual and moral force. He appealed to the European and 
American statesmen participating in the conference to 
unite on such a spiritual and moral platform. 


CHANGES IN AUSTRIA’S DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTA- 
TIONS ABROAD. Dr. Kohiruss, heretofore Austria’s 
Minister to the Holy See, has been retired after twenty- 
three years of activity in his country’s diplomatic service. 
He is being replaced by the present Austrian envoy to 
Chile, Dr. Kripp. The new Austrian representative in Chile 
is Karl Hudeczek, who arrived in Santiago on June 2nd. 


AUSTRIAN GIFT FOR PRESIDENT TRUMAN. On June 
5, in a brief ceremony at the American Legation in Vienna, 
a young Tyrolean girl presented Mrs. Edith Sampson, U.S. 
delegate to the United Nations, with a hand-hooked rug of 
the Tyrolean Cooperative Society, as a present for Presi- 
dent Truman from the Provincial Government of Tyrol. The 
rug, in which hunting and fishing scenes are entwined, 
was made in the Inner Pitztal and was woven on a loom 
furnished by the ECA Mission in Austria. 


AUSTRIAN DELEGATION ATTENDS !.L.0. CONFER- 
ENCE AT GENEVA. Between June 6th and the 30th the 
International Labor Office will hold its 34th intemational 
conference in Geneva, at which Austria will be represented 
by a delegation under the leadership of Minister of Social 
Welfare Karl Maisel. The conference is to discuss such 
questions as wage policy, collective contracts, arbitration 
court proceedings, the relationship between management 
and labor, and minimum standards of social security. 


VOLKSDEUTSCHE FROM AUSTRIA MOVE TO BRAZIL 
WITH AID OF ILO. The International Labor Organization 
announced on May 30th that 210 Volksdeutsche emigrants 
from Austria will arrive in Brazil on June 4th aboard the SS 
Provence. They are the vanguard of about 2,500 members 
of510 Volksdeutsche families emigrating for land settlement 
under a cooperative scheme originally proposed by Swiss 
Aid for Europe and made possible by the action of the 
Austrian, Brazilian and Swiss Governments and by a group of 
Swiss bankers, Caritas and the ILO. The ILO financed a 
Caritas exploratory mission to Brazil from its special migra- 
tion fund and has provided an expert in land settlement for 
the scheme. If this project is successful, the Brazilian 
Government has indicated its willingsness to extend the 
plan to cover 100,000 Volksdeutsche. 


RESULTS OF AUSTRIA'S HARVEST IN 1950. According to 
the figures of the Austrian Central Statistical Agency, the 
results of the country’s 1950 harvest were as follows: 
wheat, 383,925 tons (350,452 in 1949); rye, 387,748 tons 
(365,386 in 1949); winter wheat, 10,140 tons (10,192 in 
1949). The total bread grain harvest therefore amounted to 
781,813 tons, as compared to 726,030 tons in 1949 and 558, 
246 in 1948. Before the war, the annual average was about 
961,750 tons and farm circles believe that this pre-war 
level will be reached by 1952. 


TURNOVER OF WHEAT SHIPMENTS INCREASES IN 
PORT OF LINZ. American wheat shipments via the Rhine- 
Main-Danube river route continue to arrive in the port of 
Linz, with the total turnover to date exceeding 12,000 tons. 
In order to expedite the unloading of the wheat, work is 
proceeding in two shifts. At the present time, the port of 
Linz is also handling the loading of 1200 tons of salt for 
Yugoslavia, which are being transported in barges of the 
Yugoslav River Transportation Company. 
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AUSTRIA’S VINTAGE IN 1950. In 1950 Austria’s vintage 
amounted to 1.3 million hectoliters (1 hl. is about 26.418 
gallons). Quantitatively, this was Austria’s third best 
vintage in 27 years. Leading in the national production of 
wine was the province of Lower Austria (790,964 hl.), 
followed by the Burgenland (348,962 hl.), ‘Styria (105,588 
hl.) and Vienna (45,281 hl.). In 1950 Austria exported 122, 
000 hl. of wine and imported 52,000 hl. 


THIRD BLAST FURNACE BLOWN IN AT LINZ. The 
United Austrian Iron and Steel Works in Linz (VOEST) 
placed a third blast furnace into operation at the end of 
May. At the beginning of 1950, the company had many 
thousand tons of pig-iron in stock. But since the Korean 
conflict the world demand has assumed such proportions that 
the company’s present annual output of some 500,000 tons 
is already sold out for the next two years. That is why it 
was decided to blow in a third furnace, although this could 
only be done after a regular supply of the necessary coking 
coal had been assured. After protracted negotiations it was 
finally possible to conclude an agreement for the delivery of 
100,000 tons of American coal, and quantity which will 
cover three months of operation of the third blast furnace. 
The annual pig-iron production of the new furnace is esti- 
mated at 250,000 tons. Together with the output of the 
other two furnaces, the VOEST Works will be able to pro- 
duce a total of at least 750,000 tons of pig-iron per year. 


INCREASED OUTPUT OF AUSTRIA’S MAGNESITE- 
INDUSTRY. The Austrian Magnesite Works (Oesterreich- 
ische Magnesitwerke A.G.) at Radenthein, Carinthia, 
(British Zone of Occupation) have again been able to 
exceed their February 1951 production levels as follows: 
(All figures are in metric tons). 


March February 
Crude Magnesite 49,177 38,467 
Sintered Magnesite 16,798 9,433 
Caustic Magnesite 7,304 4,796 
Magnesite tiles 8,208 8,562 


AUSTRIAN ELECTRIC POWER CONSUMPTION DOUBLED 
SINCE 1937. Thanks to the discipline of her electric power 
consumers Austria was able to meet all her electric energy 
requirements in 1950 without any major interruptions in 


service. The country’s total production of electric power in. 


1950 was 6,351 million KWH, or 3,500 million more than in 
1937. The progressive electricification of the country is 
most sharply reflected by the per capita figures of electric 
power consumption; thus, in 1950, the per capita consump- 
tion was 907 KWH, which represents an increase of 112% 
over the 1937 level. 

Since the beginning of the Marshall Plan, Austria’s 
electric energy capacity has been increased by some 400, 
000 KW. To raise her output of electric power Austria has 
been granted the equivalent of 44 million dollars from the 


ECA Counterpart Fund. The important new 220-KV trans- 
mission line between Kaprun and Ranshofen, which has now 
been completed, is equipped with many large transformer 
substations and amplifier installations. Although no dollar 
credits have been allocated for special power projects in 
Austria, ECA Counterpart funds have been granted for the. 
purchase of power station equipment. 

A new expansion program was recently formulated, ac- 
cording to which the country’s output of electric power will 
be increased by another 190,000 KW by the end of 1954. 
This increase is expected to cover greater consumer require- 
ments and the higher demands of Austria’s expanded 
aluminum production. The cost of Austria’s electric power 
programs will require a minimum annual investment of about 
15 million dollars. 


AUSTRIAN TAPESTRY INDUSTRY EMBARKS ON PRO.- 
MOTION PROGRAM. The Austrian Ministry of Trade has 
ordered the production of a tapestry designed by the Ameri- 
can guest professor: van Ripper, which will be exhibited in 
the United States. The Vienna Gobelinmanufaktur has sent 
a tapestry designed by Professor Guetersloh to Milan for 
display at this year’s ‘‘Triennale’’ in that city. The same 
company will also have several of its gobelins at the 
tapestry exhibitions of Paris and Brussels. The material 
used for all these tapestriesis specially produced for the 
famous gobelin manufacturing firm by the Worsted Yarn 
Spinning Works of Voeslau, It'is then dyed in the numerous 
shades and hues required at the Vienna Gobelinmanufaktur 
itself. This famous company was awarded the Grand Prix 
twice in Paris (1925 and 1937) and once in Brussels (1935). 


AUSTRIAN EMPLOYMENT LEVEL AT CLOSE TO TWO 
MILLION. At the beginning of May 1,966,017 gainfully 
employed persons were registered for health insurance with 
Austria’s health insurance boards. Of these 1,321,409 
were men and 644,608 women. In April 44,487 men and 
6,932 women had changed their status of employment. 
Also covered by health insurance were 91,729 unemployed 
persons, 716,563 persons living from a pension, 163,539 
widows and orphans of war, 101,580 voluntary insurance 
policy holders and 1,323 individuals who work abroad but 
are covered by health insurance in Austria. 


RECENT MOTOR VEHICLE CENSUS REFLECTS IN- 
CREASE IN AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT. The results of 
the Austrian motor vehicle census of October 31, 1950, re- 
veal an increase in nearly all categories of vehicles. Com- 
pared to the pre-war figures, the total number of motor 
vehicles has doubled. There has been a particularly sharp 
increase in the number of tractors and trucks, only the 
number of taxicabs continues to remain far behind the pre- 
war figure. According to this latest census, Austria now 
has a total of 284,427 motor vehicles (as compared to 265, 
265 on April 30, 1950 and 119,585 on September 30, 1937). 











June 19, 1951 


Austrian Information 


Page 4 





The number of passenger cars has increased to 48,453 and 
that of trucks to 43,870 (the respective totals in 1937 were 
28,081 and 13,817). In addition, the census counted 17,763 
tractors (234 in 1937), 25,528 trailers (2,232 in 1937), 83, 
216 standard motorcycles and 53,614 small motorcycles 
(65,481 in both of these groups in 1937). The number of 
taxicabs was 2861 (4292 in 1937). Of the total number of 
motor vehicles in the country, 66,869 were registered in 
Vienna, 55,995 in Upper Austria, 54,957 in Lower Austria 
and 38,584 in Styria. Vienna led all other provinces in 
most categories of motor vehicles; however, in standard 
and small motorcycles, Upper Austria had the largest number, 
i.e. 17,103 and 14,085, respectively. [t may be of interest 
in this connection to note that in 1950 Austria produced 
about 12,000 bicycles, 50% of them at the Steyr Works. 


ADDITIONAL FUNDS ALLOCATED FOR AUSTRIAN 
RECONSTRUCTION WORK. The Federal Ministry of 
Trade and Reconstruction has included in its 1951 con- 
struction program some 210 reconstruction projects in 
Vienna alone, for which the Federal Building Administra- 
tion will allocate bank credits totalling 123.3 million 
schillings. These funds will, among others, also make it 
possible to expedite work on the reconstruction of the 
State Opera and a number of other buildings. 


VIENNA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA IN PARIS. The first 
guest concert of the Vienna Symphony Orchestra in Paris 
at the end of May, under the direction of Herbert Karajan, 
was a great success, with the Theatre Chaillot having 
been sold out days in advance. The program consisted of 
a Haydn symphony, a Mozart piano concerto played by 
Edwin Fischer and the First Symphony by Brahms. The 
famous orchestral group also gave a Beethoven evening, 
which was likewise sold out many days in advance. From 
June 16th to the 25th the Vienna Symphony will give a 
series of concerts in AtHens and other Greek cities, under 
the direction of Clemens Kraus. 


AUSTRIAN ARTISTS TO GIVE GUEST PERFORMANCES 
ABROAD. Alfred Poell, of the Vienna State Opera, will 
appear in two Mozart operas, “‘The Marriage of Figaro’’ and 
‘*Idomeneo,’’ to be given atthe Glyndebourne Music Festival 
as part of the artistic attractions of the Festival of Britain. 
Julius Patzak, another great Austrian singer, will sing the 
role of Florestan in Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio.’’ Anni Konetzni 
will appear in three performances of the ‘‘Walkiire.’’ The 
Opera Festival to be held in Munich in July 1951 will feature 
such noted singers of the Vienna State Opera as Maria 
Reining, Vilma Lipp, Irmgard Seefried, Christl Goltz, 
Sena Jurinac, Max Lorenz, Herbert Alsen, Karl Kanann, 
Karl Friedrich, Paul Schoffler, Erich Kunz, Julius Patzak 
and Herbert Uhde. Hilde Konetzni has accepted an invita- 
tion for several appearances at the Scala of Milan, ‘where 
she will sing the female lead in ‘‘Prince Igor’’. A recent 

performance of ‘‘Tristen and Isolde’’ at the Paris Grand 


Opera featured Max Lorenz, Ludwig Weber and Paul 
Schoffler. Giinther Treptow, who has appeared for three 
months at the New York Metropolitan Opera, has now re- 
turned to Vienna to resume has roles at the Vienna State 
Opera. Irmgard Seefried will appear in Edinburgh on August 
22nd with the New York Philharmonic, under the direction 
of Bruno Walter, in Gustav Mahler’s ‘‘Fourth Symphony’’, 
after which she will go on a concert tour of the United 
States. 


PAUL HINDEMITH TO CONDUCT IN VIENNA. This fall 
the world-renowned composer Paul Hindemith will come to 
Vienna at the invitation of the Society of the Friends of 
Music to conduct all six of Bach’s Brandenburg Concerti. 
Hindemith, who is planning to teach at the University of 
Geneva next year, has also agreed to conduct some of his 
own chamber music compositions and orchestral parts of his 
opera, ‘‘Mathis der Maler,’’ which has not yet been per- 
formed in Vienna. 


**MUSIC FOR GOD"’ —- THE LIFE OF ANTON BRUCKNER. 
A few days ago the Philosophical Library in New York 
published ‘‘Music for God,’’ a novel dealing with the life of 
Anton Bruckner, written by the well known Austrian author 
Theresa Weiser. ‘‘Music for God’’ is, on the surface, a novel 
which recounts the story of the composer’s struggle for 
recognition and for the freedom to work in his own way. The 
underlying theme of the book, however,reflects the spiritual 
growth of a man whose life was dedicated to the glorifica- 
tion of God through music. The book deals with the life and 
work of the great Austrian composer, and describes his 
temptations, struggles and final emergence as a great 
artist. 


COMPOSER EGON KORNAUTH TURNS SIXTY. On May 
14, 1951, the Austrian composer Prof. Egon Kornauth 
celebrated his 60th birthday. The many compositions he 
has written are characterized by an underlying romanticism 
and by colorful harmonic phrasing; they include songs, 
piano pieces and minor symphonic works. Dr. Kornauth, 
who lived in Sumatra in 1926 and, after 1933, in South 
America for a number of years, is now teaching at the 
Salzburg Mozarteum. Among the honors bestowed upon him 
for his work, were the Austrian State Prize, the Prize of 
the Gustav Mahler Foundation and the Prize of the City of 
Vienna. 


HERMANN BROCH, NOTED AUTHOR AND PUBLISHER, 
DIES. Hermann Broch, the well known Austrian author 
whose name was submitted to the Nobel Prize Committee 
for the Literature Prize in 1950 and again in 1951, died of 
a heart attack at his home in New Haven, Conn., on May 
30, 1951. Hermann Broch, latterly a lecturer on Germanic 
literature in the German department of Yale University, 
was 64. His major works, which have been translated into 
many languages, are the trilogy, ‘‘The Sleepwalkers,’’ 
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and ‘‘The Death of Virgil,’’ a cosmological epic. ‘*The 
Sleepwalkers’’ was acclaimed by the New York Times’ 
Book Review as ‘‘one of the few first-rate novels of our 
generation, the product of a born novelist’’. The Austrian 
Legation in Washington and the Austrian Consulate General 
in New York have sent messages of condolence to his 
widow and to Yale University. 


PROFESSOR PETRITSCH INVITED TO THE UNITED 
STATES. Professor E. F. Petritsch, an authority in the 
field of telecommunications at the Vienna Institute of 
Technology, has been invited by the Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation in California to fill a position as technical 
expert with the compny. 


ROMANIC WINDOWS DISCOVERED AT ST. STEPHEN'S 
CATHEDRAL. During the reconstruction work now in 
progress at the Cathedral of St. Stephen in Vienna, workers 
have discovered two round Romanic windows in the organ 
gallery. The windows are believed to be the work of anas 
yet unidentified master of the second half of the 13th 
century; in the 14th century, before the ducal chapel was 
added, these windows decorated the south side of the organ 
gallery. Art experts are of the opinion that they belong to 
the most significant masterworks of Romanic stonecutting 
art in Austria. It is suspected that two similar windows are 
walled up on the other side of the gallery. 


SCULPTURES OF GUSTINUS AMBROSI ON EXHIBITION. 
On May 29th a representative exhibition was opened at 
Vienna’s Lobkowitz Palace of the works of the Viennese 
sculptor Gustinus Ambrosi. Two groups of busts made 
during the last few decades attracted particular attention. 
These include busts of August Strindberg, Stefan Zweig, 
Romain Rolland, Rainer Maria Rilke, Peter Altenberg, 
Felix Braun, Gerhard Hauptmann and Franz Theodor 
Csokor, as well as of the statesmen Clemenceau, Aristide 
Briand and Dr. Karl Renner, the late President of Austria. 


NEW AUSTRIAN TEN-SCHILLING NOTES SHOW LIP- 
PIZAN HORSES. At the end of May the Austrian National 
Bank began to issue its new ten-schilling bank notes, 

which bear the date of January 2, 1950. The new notes, 132 

mm. x 65 mm. in size, are copper-engraved on white water- 

mark paper, ‘with the illustration in purple-blue on an iris- 

colored background and with a variegated center piece. The 

illustration shows a view of the Michaelerplatz and the 

Spanish RidingSchool. To the rightis a picture of amounted 
Lippizan stallion performing a ‘‘Levade’’. 


FIRST “‘BOYS TOWN” IN EUROPE TO BE ESTABLISHED 
NEAR VIENNA. At the end of May the Vienna Chamber of 
Commerce acquired a country estate at Gieshubel, Lower 
Austria (Soviet Zone), in the vicinity of Vienna, where it 
intends to establish a ‘‘Boys Town’’ for some 500 young 
workers and apprentices. The idea behind the project is to 


create a community to be run by the young peoples them- 
selves and where the young apprentice will have the kind 
of home he used to find within the family of his master in 
former days. It will be the first attempt to establish in 
Europe a ‘‘Boys Town’’ on the model of the one first set up 
in the USA by Father Flanagan. The new town is also in- 
tended to protect the boys from the moral temptations 
which invariably beset young people who have no home of 
their own, and to offer them opportunities for self-education 
in socially healthy surroundings. The boys will be admitted 
irrespective of their political views or religious creed, and 
will be free to join or leave the community whenever they 
choose. 


AUSTRIAN CHILDREN INVITED TO SPEND VACATION 
IN U.S. On June 2nd six Viennese school children arrived 
in New York to spend four weeks in a children’s camp at 
the invitation of the City of Cincinnati. The children, who 
are under the supervision of Vienna City Councillor Prof. 
Anton Tesarek, will live together with children from seven 
European and three American countries. They are being 
awaited in Ohio by sociologists who will observe how 
children from different countries, races, religions and 
social strata get along together. All the Viennese children 
are under twelve years of age. The cost of this experiment 
is being met by funds contributed by the population of the 
State of Ohio. 


100 AMERICAN STUDENTS INVITED TO AUSTRIA. The 
Austro-American Society in Vienna has invited 100 American 
students to come to Austria for a three-week free vacation. 

The purpose of the invitation, according to the aims of 
the Society, is to enable a comparatively large number of 
Americans to become acquainted with Austrian culture, and 
with the country and its population, while, on the other hand, 
numerous Austrians have had the opportunity to visit the 
United States in order to study in this country. 

The following program has been planned for this trip: 
Part I, June 20th to July 3rd: 14-days’ individual stay for 
each student at an Austrian tourist resort. 

Part II, July 4th, 5th and 6th: Trip to Vienna: 3 days’ stay, 
sightseeing tours, reception by the Government, meeting 
with members of the Austro-American Society, etc. 

Part III, July 7th, 8th and 9th: Trip of all participants to 
Salzburg with a short stay at Linz to see the United Iron 
and Steel Works and the famous Abbey of St. Florian; one 
day stay at Salzburg, sightseeing and reception by the local 
Government, 

The Council on Student Travel, 53 Broadway, New York, 
has effectively cooperated in the preparation of this project 
of cultural exchange. 


AUSTRIA DEFEATS SCOTLAND 4 TO 0 AT SOCCER. 
The Austrian National Soccer Team defeated the national 
eleven of Scotland 4 to 0 at the Vienna Stadium on May 27, 
1951. A few months before, ‘the Austrians had also won 
their match with the Scottish players at Glasgow. 
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CLIMBING FOR EVERYBODY IN HEILIGENBLUT, GATE- 
WAY TO AUSTRIA'S SUNNY SOUTH. HEILIGENBLUT, 
the much-photographed center of pilgrimage at the foot of 
Austria’s highest mountain peak, the Gross Glockner, has 
started a new kind of mountain excursion program designed 
to make available to anyone the climbing thrills usually 
reserved for expert Alpinists. Between July 8th and Septem- 
ber 8th climbing excursions will depart from the town every 
other day for the ascent to the Franz Josef House, the 
mountain hotel up on the Gross Glockner High Alpine Road. 
Beginners are invited and everything has been arranged for 
their convenience. Expert Alpine instructors and guides 
will accompany each group. The ascent, although interest- 
ing and exciting, is completely safe. Although aspiring 
mountain climbers are asked to come suitably dressed and 
with mountain shoes, other equipment, such as ropes, irons, 
etc. can be obtained on the spot. Single climbers need not 
notify the Alpineverein in advance, but larger parties should 
do so. The trip starts at eleven in the moming and lasts two 
days. The all-inclusive cost of three dollars covers lodging 
on the mountain, food, and use of equipment. There is 
also a single-day excursion into the nearby mountains and a 
longer trip which includes exploration of the famed Paster- 
zen glacier. Guides and equipment for expert Alpinists are 
of course also available in Heiligenblut at all times. 

Tourists arriving by bus or private car from Italy or from 
Salzburg, over the Gross Glockner High Alpine Road which 
winds its way up to eight thousand feet, circling the Paster- 
zen and skirting the edge of the Gross Glockner, find 
Heiligenblut nestled in its green valley, a charming stop- 
over. Its needle-spired church, set dramatically against a 
backdrop of merging evergreen and snow-capped peaks, is 
a place of pilgrimage. It contains a phial of the Precious 
Blood (Heiligenblut) brought from Constantinople by St. 
Briccius in the early part of the Christian era and is ina 
perpetual state of liquefaction. Austrians visit the Church 
on the Festival of Corpus Christi in June, which, here as 
everywhere in provincial Austria, is the occasion for color- 
ful processions of costumed peasants, and for a gay feast. 
There are many small inns, boarding houses and hotels in 
the town. 

Known as the ‘‘Gateway to Austria’s Sunny South,’’ 
Heiligenblut lies at the entrance to Carinthia, the province 
of warm lakes and castles with the highest average of 
sunny days in all of Europe north of the Alps; the town is 
also a point of departure for Lienz, capital of East Tyrol, 
which is an hour away by bus, and for the Tauem snow 
fields, where enthusiasts can ski throughout the summer. 





Room and board (three meals) in Heiligenblut costs 
$2.00 — $3.00 per day, but in the peak summer season 
advance reservations are necessary. 

The avalanche damage resulting from the heavy freak 
snows of last winter has been fully repaired. 


AUSTRIA — EUROPE’S MOST INEXPENSIVE TOURIST 
COUNTRY. ENTRY REGULATIONS: Effective December 
1, 1950, U.S., Canadian, British and French citizens visit- 
ing the western zones of Austria, will require only a valid 
passport. The Military Permit for Austriahas been abolished. 
No visa will be required. Those wishing to visit Vienna 
and traveling by rail or car, require the ‘‘Gray Card’’ that 
is their safe-conduct through the Soviet Zone. This card 
can be obtained at the Allied High Commission Permit 
Office, c/o U.S. State Department, Washington, D.C., and at 
Military Permit Offices abroad (in the main European 
capitals; in Germany, at Frankfort and Munich; in Austria, 


at Salzburg and Linz.) 
The gray card permits passage through the Soviet Zone 


at a date not later than thirty days after issuance, and is 
good for thirty days. Therefore, those leaving for Europe 
more than thirty days before their intended visit to Vienna, 
should apply for their gray cards at Military Permit Offices 
in Europe (in the main European capitals — Frankfort, 
Munich, Salzburg and Linz). United States and French 
citizens must enter Vienna from the U.S. Zone, that is via 
Enns; Canadian and British Citizens from the British Zone, 
that is via Semmering. Those staying in Vienna more than 
three days can apply, while there, for permits to leave via 
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a zone other than the one from which they arrived. Gray 
Cards and Extensions of Gray Cards are also issued at 
U.S. Headquarters in Vienna. 

Citizens of Switzerland and Liechtenstein only require 
visas if they stay in Austria for a period exceeding 3 months. 

Italian citizens only require visas if their stay in 
Austria exceeds 60 days. 

Negotiations are under way between the Government of 
the Netherlands and Austria with a view to abolishing entry 
visas for Dutch citizens after July 1, 1951. 

Citizens of India in possession of a British Common- 
wealth passport continue to require Military Permits which 
they can obtain by applying with a valid passport to Military 
Permit Offices. Fees: $3.00 for a single entry, $5.00 for 
multiple entries. Citizens of India, who are holders of Indian 
passports, require visas, obtainable from Austrian Consular 
authorities. 

Stateless persons, German and Japanese nationals in 
the United States can obtain visas by applying to Austrian 
Consular authorities in U.S.A. 

All other nationals require visas, obtainable from 
Austrian Consular authorities. Visas are valid for 6 months. 

The new privileged schilling rate for foreign visitors 
can be obtained at any Austrian bank, 25.52 schillings be- 
ing allowed for each dollar, The Austrian schilling thus 
costs 3.91 cents at this preferred rate of exchange. 

Tourist Offices making bookings in Austria, should 
apply the rate or 25.83, the schilling in this case being 
worth 3.87 cents. The latter rate is subject to a five 
percent fluctuation. 


CANADIANS CAN NOW EXCHANGE CANADIAN TRAVEL- 
LERS CHECKS FOR AUSTRIAN SCHILLINGS.at the rate 
of 23 schillings per dollar. Currency cannot be exchanged. 
The Canadian government now allows its citizens 600 dol- 
lars a month for the first month and 400 for subsequent 
months, for travel to and in Austria. 


AMPLE SPACE AVAILABLE IN AUSTRIA FOR BUDGET 
VACATIONS-AUSSERFERN FAVORED. Although the in- 
ternationally fashionable Austrian resorts like Salzburg, 
Badgastein, the Woerthersee are so heavily booked for the 
peak season that it is exceedingly difficult to obtain hotel 
accommodations at them, ample space at the inexpensive, 
off-the-beaten-track resorts continues to be available. In 
the less frequented valleys of Tyrol, in parts of the Bre- 
genz forest, in some charming, but little known, spots in 
Carinthia and Styria, visitors seeking charm without fuss 
and good,clean accommodations without frills can find room 
and board for two to three dollars a day — or even less if 
they are willing to rough it. The region most favored for 
such holidays is the lovely Ausserfern, that Alpine wilder- 
ness north of the main Tyrolian valleys. A breath-takingly 
beautiful part of the Alps, embedded in romantic forests, 
with deep lakes of fantastic shades of blue and green, 
dotted with villages and the ruins of feudal strongholds, 
this region boasts many sightseeing highlights, numerous 


lake resorts which provide bathing and all the water sports 
and, of course, limitless opportunities for walks, hikes, 
picnics and mountaineering. Reutte, the central town of the 
district, offers rooms with bath and three meals for from 
two to three dollars a day. Accommodations at the Haldensee 
and Tannheimertal lake resorts are much simpler but also 
much cheaper. The spectacular ascent of the Zugspitze, the 
limestone giant with its peak lying across the Bavarian 
border and having the distinction of being Germany’s high- 
est mountain, starts from Ehrwald. The gem of the Ausser- 
fern, however, is lovely Berwang, a charming village, set 
in beautiful Alpine meadows just on the nether side of the 
dramatic Fern Pass. Berwang’s inns and boarding houses 
provide every modern comfort, drip with bloom, sport strate- 
gic balconies and command unforgettable views. The place 
is much visited by botanists because of the variety and 
luxuriance of the Alpine flowers which clothe the ascend- 
ing meadows in an ever-changing tapestry of bloom. Despite 
its appearance of being a simple Alpine hamlet, Berwang 
has coffee-houses, bars, a swimming pool, and a variety of 
sophisticated diversions. 


SWIFT, INEXPENSIVE AUSTRIAN TOURS NOW AVAIL- 
ABLE AS A RESULT OF NEW BUS SERVICES. A new 
European bus service operated by the railway systems of 
thirteen nations over thirty different routes will provide an 
inexpensive, speedy and most comfortable way of touring the 
Austrian countryside. The new international buses are the 
last word in safety and convenience. They have reclining 
seats, a food bar,radios. The rate in Austria is 30 groschen 
per kilometer, which is the price of one breakfast roll. 
Among the international routes crossing Austria is one that 
runs from Vienna to Frankfurt via Salzburg, with connec- 
tions to Copenhagen, Brussels and Amsterdam. The route 
which connects Vienna with Naples, via Venice, covers the 
distance between the Austrian capital and the Woerther 
Lake inCarinthiain seven hours. There are numerous routes 
via Innsbruck and Lienz. 


*““GENERAL TOURS’’ OFFER ATTRACTIVE TWELVE- 
DAY BUS TOURS THROUGH AUSTRIA. General Tours, 
724 Fifth Avenue, are offering attractive all-inclusive 
motor-coach tours through Austria. The tours leave Buchs 
at the border on June 23rd, July 7th, July 21st, August 
12th, August 25th and September Ist. The itineraries include 
Innsbruck, Salzburg, and the trip over the Grossglockner 
High Alpine Road. Detailed information is available at the 
agency. 


LABORDE STUDY TRIP FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 
OF GERMAN. A few reservations are still available on 
the Laborde Study Tour for Teachers and Students of Ger- 
man. The Tour, the all-inclusive cost of which is $975, 
offers seven weeks of study and travel with Mayrhofen in 
the Zillertal in Tyrol as its ultimate point of destination. 
Professor Muller of Adelphi College is conducting it. Mem- 
bers tour Europe extensively, both before and after the 
courses. For details contact the Laborde Travel Service, 
Inc. 1776 Broadway, New york City. 











June 19, 1951 


Austrian Information 


Page 8 





AIR EXCURSIONS TO SALZBURG FESTIVAL. A special 
air excursion to the Salzburg Festival, organized by 
SABENA, with stopovers and sightseeing in Brussels and 
Munich, is being offered by the O’SCANNLAIN AND ENG- 
LISH AGENCY, 1079 Lexington Ave. A De Luxe tour, the 
inclusive price of which is $998, enables members to at- 
tend the major operas at the Salzburg Festival, IDOMENEO, 
THE MAGIC FLUTE and OTHELLO, for which tickets are 
no longer available on the open market. For details, con- 
tact the agency. 


LIMITED HOTEL SPACE STILL AVAILABLE IN TYROL 
AND SALZBURG. Despite heavy bookings in all the 
Austrian provinces, especially in the Tyrol and Salzburg, 
there is still some hotel space available in both areas. 
Salzburg hotel space can be obtained by communicating 
directly with the Landesverkehrsamt fuer Salzburg, Sig- 
mund Haffnergasse, Salzburg, Austria. THE SALZBURG 
FESTIVAL IS SOLD OUT UP TO THE 13th of AUGUST — 
tickets for later performances are still available from THE 
AUSTRIAN STATE TOURIST DEPARTMENT, 48 East 
48th Street, New York, New York. 

AUSTRIAN HOTEL EMPLOYEES TO PROTEST CON. 
TINUED REQUISITION OF TOURIST ESTABLISHMENTS. 
At a meeting held in Salzburg at the end of May 1951 be- 
tween the representatives of the tourist establishments 
still under requisition throughout Austria and the repre- 


sentatives of the Hotel Employees Union (‘‘Gewerkschaft 

der Gastgewerbeangestellten’’) it was decided that a re- 
quest for the release of these establishments would be 
addressed directly to the governments of the occupation 
powers. Such a request was already submitted more than 
half a year ago to the four Allied high commissioners by 
the Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce, ‘but remained 
without results. 

AUSTRIA RELAXES CUSTOMS AND EXPORT REGULA- 
TIONS FOR TOURISTS. In addition to the articles for 
personal use (cameras, typewriters, etc.) which visitors 
are already permitted to bring into Austria duty-free, bona- 
fide tourists will, effective immediately, also be allowed 
to bring in 2500 Austrian Schillings’ worth of commercial 
articles for personal use (film, etc.). 

Travellers are now permitted to export from Austria up 
to four hundred dollars worth of souvenirs, or to take the 
same amount ($400.) in transit through the country. Those 
wishing to take out more than four hundred dollars’ worth 
of souvenirs may obtain export permit forms from the shops 
of purchase. The fee for these forms is 5 Austrian Schil- 
lings. 





For Travel Information apply to Austrian State Tourist 
Department, 48 East 48th Street, New York 17, N. Y., 
Telephone: MUrray Hill 8-0355 
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